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Abstract of JP 63004333 (A) 
PURPOSE:To improve rule retrieval efficiency by 
calculating a frequency which is used so far for 
deduction for each rule in a rule data base and 
setting the order of rule retrieval according to the 
used frequency. CONSTITUTION:A rule retrieval 
efficiency increasing mechanism 5 stores the use 
frequencies (f) of all diagnostic rules (r). When a 
signal for the use of some diagnostic rule ri is 
received from a deduction mechanism 2, '1' is added 
to the use frequency fi of the diagnostic rule ri to 
update the use frequency fi.; When the frequency is 
updated, the use frequency fj of a diagnostic rule rj 
having priority Pi-1 which is one higher than 
application priority Pi set currently for the diagnostic 
rule ri is read out and the read use frequency fj of 
the diagnostic rule ri is compared with the use 
frequency fi of the updated diagnostic rule ri; when 
fj<fi, the application priority of the rule ri is set to 
Pi-1 and the application priority of the rule rj is set to 
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